INTRODUCTION

Of all the provinces of Canada, Quebec has the richest store of folk songs.
In our first book, FOLK SONGS OF CANADA, we wanted to give a cross-section
from all parts of the countr¥‘ and had, therefore, to restrict the number of songs
from Quebec lest they overshadow the others. Our regret at having to exclude
many fine French-Canadian songs led us to prepare this second book.

There are, of course, a great many collections of French-Canadian folk songs,
but very few which have the same purpose as ours. That purpose is simply to
introduce to English-speaking people some of the best-known songs of the French-
Canadians in a form in which they can use and enjoy them. Most existing collec-
tions are, naturally enough, in French, and, unfortunately, few English-speaking
people can speak or read French with ease. There have been a few previous books
with English translations, but most of these were designed for the concert stage
rather ticm for the living room or community hall. This book, like its predecessor,
is designed primarily for the enjoyment of the general public, although we hope
it will also be useful to musicians.

The songs we have chosen are almost all ones that are very well known in
Quebec. We have tried, for the most part, to keep to songs which are suitable for
group singing: this meant excluding many fine songs because of their impractical
vocal range. However, the intrinsic beauty of certain songs, such as “Au bois du
rossignolet’’, *’Si I'amour prenait racine’’, “’Papillon, tu es volage’’, and ‘‘Blanche
comme la neige’’, persuaded us to include them even though they are most effec-

tive when sung as solos.

In FOLK SONGS OF CANADA we gave the preference to songs which
originated on this side of the Atlantic: the native Canadian as distinct from the
imported songs. But only about one in twenty of the Quebec songs is native, so
this time we have included also a great many that came here from France and are
Canadian only because they have been sung in this country for several hundred years.
Still, in a very real sense they are more Canadian than French. Many of the songs
preserved in Quebec have disappeared completely in the land of their origin.
Others still known in France have changed markedly over the centuries, while in
Quebec they have been handed down almost unchanged, and thus have retained
their original seventeenth-century flavour.

With few exceptions, the rhythm of French-Canadian songs is incisive, which
makes them excellent as work songs and dance songs. On the other hand, the
length of the musical phrases is frequently irregular either because of an impatience
with the last word of a line which has not been given an extra beat to round out
the rhythm (as in “Les Raftsmen’’), or because of an imaginative treatment given
to a word which extends a phrase (as in “’A Saint-Malo’’). These irregularities do
not present any performance problems, but actually make the songs more attractive.

As in every folk-song collection, the particular form of each song we use is
only one of many versions. In general, the songs best known in Quebec today are
the ones first noted by Ernest Gagnon in 1865. Hence we have drawn heavily upon
his collection, although it represents only a small fraction of the many thqusands
of French-Canadian songs which have been discovered since then.

If these songs are to be sung by English-speaking people, it is necessary to
provide singable translations. This presents many problems. Translation is no easy



task under any circumstances, but nothing is more difficult to translate than poetry
of any kind. In folk songs, the words and melody have been moulded together
through many generations until they are a complete reflection of the people who
made them. No other language can hope to catch this reflection perfectly, but
every effort has been made to keep the translations as close as possible to the
spirit of the originals. :

That the songs to be translated were French presented additional problems.
The French language is far richer than English in, rhyming words, so it is not un-
common to have a complete song in which all the lines rhyme. Needless to say,
this is almost impossible in English. Further, the French are free to vary the accents
on their words according to their use: thus the same word may be pronounced in
different ways to fit different metrical patterns. Without these advantages, it is
difficult to give the English lines the easy fluency of the French, but the words
have been fitted to the music as closely as possible in order to make them singable.
Of course, if you can sing the French, your pleasure will be doubled.

In a few of the English versions (’Auprés de ma blonde’’ and ’En roulant ma
boule’’, for example), the French refrains have been retained to give some of the
flavour of the original. Usually the repetition so characteristic of the French “’ronde’’
has been omitted in the translation because the form is less natural to English singers
and makes the song excessively long.

As for the musical arrangements, each song is cast 'in a key suitable to the
song itself and yet practical for singing by an untrained voice. The accompaniments
have been written with the ability of the amateur pianist in mind — though the
professional musician need not hesitate to depart from the printed page in the
interest of variety in a concert or radio performance. Guitar chords have been
added for the guitarist or the pianist who wishes to improvise his accompani-
ment. The guitar chords do not always follow the harmonization of the piano part.
A minimum of dynamics and other performance helps has been included to allow
the greatest possible freedom of interpretation. It should always be remembered
that folk singing is a vocal art and no accompaniment at all is actually necessary.

In conclusion, we wish to say that this book would not have been possible
without the pioneer work done by such people as Ernest Gagnon, Marius Barbeau,
and Luc Lacourciére. Gratitude is also due to Mesdames Madeleine Fohy St.-Hilaire,
Marie Gagnon, and Muiiel Hall Plamondon, of L’Alliance Canadienne. Indeed, one
purpose of this collection is to assist in a small way in the work of L’Alliance
Canadienne —.a vital crganization dedicated to achieving a greater understand-
ing between the two main ethnic groups of Canada — the English and French

speaking people.

EDITH FULTON FOWKE
RICHARD JOHNSTON



CONTENTS

l. OF MEN
1. NOUS ETIONS TROIS CAPITAINES (We Are Three Young Captains)....ccccecesenneeeeecaes 8
2. EN)/OYONS D'L'AVANT! (Paddle Your Canoce, My Boys!).... .. 10
3. FRERE JACQUES (Brother JOhN) ....c.cccevreisuicsiisnsssessssssnssscsssessssssssssnssanssssssssssssssnssssenes 11
4. DANS LES CHANTIERS (The Winter Camp).... e 12
5. LES RAFTSMEN ...iueeererirererrcrcnmeniosaseosssntsssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnnsssssssssssassasessssesoss 14
6. LE FORGERON (The Blacksmith) reerrsesstnseresssssseseesanesaasss 15
7. UN CANADIEN ERRANT (Once a Canadion Lad) ......eeeeeereerencnneneeniiciesccssanseeneesenens 16

Il. AND MAIDS

8.

9.
10.
1.
12.
13.

14,

AUPRES DE MA BLONDE 18
C’EST LA BELLE FRANCOISE (The Fair From;onse) e 20
DANS PARIS Y'A-T-UNE BRUNE (In Paris Lives o Maiden)................ oo R roaeo00 22
NANETTE ......................................
CECILIA ..............
VIVE LA CANADIENNE! (Of My Canadian Glrl I Sing)
BLANCHE COMME LA NEIGE (White as a Snowflake)........ccovcvuvreiiiecrsscccnerineenecssosonnen

Il. THE WAY OF A MAID WITH A MAN

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

QUAND J'ETAIS CHEZ MON PERE (When | was Home with Father)
BOUM BADIBOUM .ccooiivveeresisssnsssssssssssssssssassssssssssosssssssssssssssassssees
MONSIEUR LE CURE.ouu.ceonireenrrsnssssssmssssssssssssnsasssssannes

GAl LON LA, GAl LE ROSIER! (Gay as the Rose)
J’Al CUEILLI LA BELLE ROSE (I Have Picked a Lovely Rosebud)
LE LONG DE LA MER JOLIE (Beside the Bright Sea)..

IV. OF BIRDS . . . AND BEASTS . . AND BUTTERFLIES

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

LA POULETTE GRISE (The Little Grey Hen) ....cccoovieieneniemnniniiieeninerenniiencessssnencnaneenes
AU BOIS DU ROSSIGNOLET (In the Wood of the Nightingale).....
MARIANNE S’EN VA-T-AU MOULIN (Marie Went to the Mill).....
ENTENDEZ-VOUS SUR L‘'ORMEAU? (Hear the Little Bird).........
SI L’AMOUR PRENAIT RACINE (If Love Would Grow)..............
ALOUETTE! ........
A LA CLAIRE FONTAINE (By the Clear Running Fountain)..........
EN ROULANT MA BOULE....c.ccoreereirnmrnecrcscsnirresssneressancessssnneeessns
PAPILLON, TU ES VOLAGE (Butterfly, Oh, You Are Fickle).....c.cccccrverrersuinunsersacrscecnnns

V. OF SHIPS . . . AND SWAINS . . . AND DANCING SHOES

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

L éTAIT UN PETIT NAVIRE (There Was Once a Little Ship).... 68
A SAINT-MALO, BEAU PORT DE MER (At St. Malo Beside the 00 JO 70
C’EST L'AVIRON (Pull on the Oars)........ccceceeereene.

ISABEAU S'Y PROMENE (One Day Isabel Wandered)
J'Al TANT DANSE (l’ve Danced and DOnced) ......cccceceeeieecinieeneiiiniiisennesionessssassssssesses
LE BAL CHEZ BOULE (Boulé’s Ball).............
AH! St MON MOINE VOULAIT DANSER! (Come and Donce with Me).....ccccinerneerenennn 80

VI. OF CABBAGES . . . AND THINGS

39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44.

SAVEZ-VOUS PLANTER LES CHOUX? (Can You Plant Your Cabbage SO?).........ccecruees 82
DANS TOUS LES CANTONS (Through All the Country ‘ROUNd)....ccveeseeerressesscsssaensenns 83
JENTENDS LE MOULIN (I Hear the Mill-Wheel) ... 86
LE MARCHAND DE VELOURS (The Merchant | Married) 88
BONHOMME! BONHOMME! (My Friend! My Friend!) 90
D'OU VIENS-TU, BERGERE? (Whence Come You, Shepherd Maiden?)........cocecureveurcnsce 92



8

With bravado

NOUS ETIONS TROIS CAPITAINES
(We are Three Young Captains Jolly)
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1. We are three young captains jolly;
We are three young captains jolly;
From the war we have returned..

Let us cheer now!
From the war we have returned.
Let us cheer!

1. Nous étions trois capitaines,
Nous étions trois capitaines
De la guerre revenant,

Brave, brave,
De la guerre revenant,
Bravement.
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