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BONSOIR, MES AMIS! AU CLAIR DE LA LUNE
’ In the Clear Moonlight

This favourite folksong of 17th Century France can be “staged” in classrooms very simply, with
pupils acting out the roles involved.

Good Night, My Friends

Flowin
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IL ETAIT UNE BERGERE
There Was A Shepherd Maiden
In the French version of this well-known song, the shepherdess is so angered by her cat's
behaviour that she beats him to death, and then weeps over the loss of her pet. The editor has
always felt that Mr. Cat didn’t deserve so harsh a fate, and has taken advantage of this
opportunity to modify the punishment somewhat in the English version.
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Ses petits, rebelles,
Voulaient le quitter,
Ses petits, rebelles,
Voulaient le quitter,
Voulaient le, a la volette,
Voulaient le, a la_volette,
Voulaient le quitter,
Voulaient le quitter.

Mais leur pauvre meére,
Leur disait, “Restez!”
Leur disait, a@ la volette, (2)
Leur disait, “Restez!”«(2)

(2)

Les 'petits partirent,

Ils savaient voler,

Ils savaient, a la volette,
lls savaient voler,

Au bois ils allérent
Riant des dangers.
Riant des, & la volette,
Riant des dangers.

Le renard avide,

Les a tous mangeés.

Les a tous, a la volette,
Les a tous mangés.

Et leur pauvre mére,
Les a tous pleurés,

Les a tous, a la volette,
Les a tous pleurés,

Ainsi les rebelles,

Sont toujours traités,
Sont toujours,a la volette,
Sont toujours traités,

And her little young ones,
All around her flew.

And her little young ones,
All around her flew.

All around & la volette,
All around & la volette,
All around her flew,

All around her flew.

Said the mother,“Children, /
Oh be careful, do!” |
Oh be care, & la volette, (2)
Oh be careful, do!” (2)

“For the fox is watching,

And he might catch you!”
And he might, @ la volette,
And he might catch youl”

But the young ones laughed,
And then away they flew,
And away, a la volette,
And away they flew.

Oh the fox was waiting,
And he caught them, too!
And he caught, @ la volette,
And he caught them, too!

Now, perhaps, a lesson,
This will prove to you.

This will prove, & la volette,
This will prove to you,

Children do not always,
Know what’s best to do.
Know what’s best, a la volette,
Know what’s best io do,
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